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Acts 10:1-8 

1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian 

band,  

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and 

saying unto him, Cornelius. 

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy 

prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 

6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou 

oughtest to do. 

7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household 

servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 

8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

 

When you read the Bible and when you go back to Matthew 16, you will find out that when Jesus was 

talking to the disciples one day, He asked them a question.   

Matthew 16 

13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men 

say that I the Son of man am?  

They begin to say: 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one 

of the prophets. 

Then He asked them: 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 



 
3 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

He began to talk to Peter about some things and in that conversation, as you read on down through 

there, He told Peter: 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven. 

He told Peter that He was going to give unto him the keys.  A key means authority.  When you look at a 

key, it means that you have authority to unlock something.  If you have a key to this building that means 

someone has given you authority to come in.  The key to your house means you have authority to go 

into your house, safety deposit box, or your car.  A key means authority.   

What Jesus was talking about to Peter was “I am going to give unto you the responsibility or the 

authority to unlock, proclaim, or to preach salvation, or preach the gospel unto the Jews and also unto 

the Gentiles.  We know in Acts 2, He did that on the day of Pentecost when he preached.  We know that 

the church was born on the day of Pentecost.  On the day of Pentecost, there were just Jewish people 

there.  When you read the Bible, you will find out on that day when the Spirit of God came and those 

folks believed the message that had been preached, they were baptized by one spirit into one body.  

The Spirit of God moved in, the Holy Ghost moved in and they were saved.  They were Jewish people. 

When you go over to Acts 8, we can read about the Samaritans.  Remember when Philip was preaching, 

but when we get to Acts 10, we are going to read here about Peter using the key again to unlock the 

gospel message unto the Gentiles.  This is where we get to in Acts 10. 

1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian 

band, 

First of all, he is talking about a certain man, so we know that when Luke is writing, we know that he is 

talking about a specific fellow.  He mentions his name, Cornelius.  He mentions that he lives in Caesarea.  

Caesarea is over on the Mediterranean Coast, right on the Sea.  It is a very influential place.  When you 

read about Caesarea, it had to have been a beautiful place.  Herod the Great built Caesarea back 25 or 

30 years before Christ was born.  It would have been a very beautiful place to visit.  Herod had a palace 

there.   

Cornelius lived there.  If I understand things correctly, we know that he was soldier because the Bible 

says he was.  We know that he was a soldier.  We know that he lived in Caesarea.  We know that he was 

a Centurion.  We know that he had a hundred soldiers that were under him, that he commanded and 

was responsible for.  He says here that he was of the Italian band.  What that means is that he was over 

this particular squadron of soldiers that were from Italy.  When we read that sometimes we think that 

means something else, but that is really all that means.  The soldiers that he was overseeing and 

commanding they were just from Italy.  That is all that means.   
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2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

The second thing that we learn about him—first of all we know that he was a soldier.  We know that he 

lived in Caesarea.  He says here that he was a devout man.  When you look at the word devout, it means 

someone that was devoted to religion.  He was a good man.  When you look at him and how that he 

lived and what the scriptures testify about him; he would have been very devoted to the worship of 

God.  He was someone that was very sincere in his worship of the God of heaven.  We are going to 

explain some things here in a minute.  We are going to talk about that just a little bit.  He was a very 

devout man.  He was sincere.  He was honest.  He was not playing any games.  He was not trying to 

impress anybody.  He was very sincere about what he was doing. 

We need people in the church today that are sincere.  People need to be sincere.  If we are going to go 

to heaven, we have to be sincere.  Whether we are behind the pulpit, or sitting in the pews, we need to 

be sincere.  We come to church to worship Almighty God.  Every day of our lives, we should be devoted.  

We should be sincere about our worship to Almighty God.  God expects that out of us.  We are saved 

and that is the walk that we should walk.  We should be sincere people.  Living our Christian life, we 

should be more sincere about that than any other aspect of our lives that should be number one in my 

life.  That should take top priority over everything else in my life living for Jesus Christ.  My worship and 

my devotion to Him must be primary in my life if I am going to please Him.   

We look at people today—and I love my family—but Jesus Christ and my relationship with Him has got 

to be number one.  When I put him number one in my life then I can really have a great relationship 

with my family.  The reason so many people cannot get along with their family (I am not talking about 

anybody in here.  I do not know anything about anybody) but the reason we cannot get along with our 

families is because something is wrong with our relationship with God.  On one side or the other, 

something is wrong with our relationship with God.   

Cornelius was a devoted man, a sincere man.   

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

Not only was he sincere, but he was one who feared God.  Do you know what that really means when 

you look at it?  He was a fellow who could look around and he was sincere about what he was doing.  He 

did not really understand a lot of things about the God of heaven, but he could look around here, he 

could look at nature, he could look at the Jewish religion and see that there was something here about 

the God that the Jews were worshiping that demanded him to fear Him.   

When we look at nature today, when we look at streams, when we look at snow, when we look at frogs 

and when we look at everything that God has made that should make us fear Him.  That should make us 

reverence Him.  It should let us know that there is someone greater than you and me and that we need 

to reverence Him.  He is out there.   
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Cornelius could see that.  Cornelius could see even though his relationship with God was not what it 

needed to be to go to heaven, he understood by looking at things and situations and looking at the 

Jewish religion that there was someone out there, that there was a Supreme Being out there that he 

needed to fear.  If we have any common sense at all, if we just look at nature today, if we look at the 

seasons, if we look at our own bodies, if we look at the birth of a child, if we look at how our bodies are 

constructed—the Bible says it is fearfully and wonderfully made—when we look at how it is made and 

all that it does we would have to understand that there is a God out there somewhere.  Wouldn’t we?  

We need to worship Him.  We need to reverence Him.  We need to fear Him.  We need to stand in awe o 

Him.   

Instead of walking around with our chest stuck out acting like we are somebody, we need to reverence 

and worship Almighty God.  He was devout, he was a sincere man.  He was a fellow who feared God 

even though he did not understand much about Him.  He did not really know who he was.  He was not 

saved—get that now. 

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

Cornelius had some influence over his own house.  Did he not?  Cornelius had a good influence over his 

house.  We need today to have a good influence over our children and our grandchildren.  Don’t we?  

What in the world is wrong with you and me living a life where our kids and grandkids will respect us?  I 

know that when they get up to a certain age that they are going to do what they want to.  We 

understand that.  We understand that when they leave home they are on their own and we cannot 

always control what they do.  When they are in our house, they need to respect  us.  We need to set the 

rules   we need to set the guidelines.  We do not need to let our kids tell us how and what they are going 

to do and not going to do.  There is not too many Amen’s on that, but that is true anyway.  

Not only did he worship God, reverence God, or fear God here, but also he did this with all his house.  

That tells us a lot about him.  He wanted his family to live right.  He wanted his family to be right.  He 

did.  He wanted his family to have the same kind of devotion, or same kind of awe or sincerity that he 

had.   

If we live right then we should want our families to live right.  I do not have any problem at all with you 

living like I live.  I am not bragging on self because I have all kinds of issues.  However, I do know one 

thing and that is that I am ready to go to heaven today.  I do know that I am ready to go to heaven 

today.  We should live that way so that we can ask people to come and just live as we live.  Follow us 

and see how that we live.  If they will follow us, do you know what they will find?  They will see Jesus 

Christ, if we are living as we should be living.  We get scared of that sometimes.  Do you know why a lot 

of times that we do not want people to follow along with us is because we do not want people to know 

what we do.  We do not want people to know where we go, how we talk, and whom we loaf with.  Get 

right with God and live right and we will not have any problem asking people to follow us and go to 

heaven with us. 
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Not only was he a devout man, but also he was one that feared God.  He was a soldier.  He and his 

family feared God.   

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

“…which gave much alms to the people…”  Do you know what that means?  That means that he was a 

very charitable individual.  Do you know what he understood?  He understood what he had, that God 

had given him and he was going to share it with other people.  He was someone that was very 

charitable.  He was someone that when the Bible says here “…gave much alms…”  Do you know what we 

want to do sometimes?  We pass the plate and we want to put in 50 cents or a dollar and we want to act 

right we done something; just keep it if that is what you are going to do.  Let me say this too.  I know 

there have been times in my life that I did not have 50 cents.  There have been times in my life that I had 

a whole lot more than 50 cents that God has blessed me and blessed us a lot of times.  Do you know 

what we want to do many times?  We want to take what God has blessed us with and we want to burn it 

up on our own lusts.  We want to take it and we want to buy things and do things with it that makes us 

feel good.  You had better understand one thing.  If God has blessed you with it then you had better 

honor Him with it, because if you do not what you have will be gone.  That will happen. 

Cornelius was a man here that gave much alms.  He was a guy that was very charitable.  He was a guy 

here that did not care to give.  He understood where it came from.  He understood that he had not 

made all of this on his own.  He understood that there was a God in heaven.  He understood that there 

was someone out there somewhere that had blessed him.   

You might think that does not matter.  Being charitable and in our giving; if you have been reading 

through the book of Leviticus—I know that it gets boring and it is repetitious and you turn the chapter 

and think “Didn’t I just read this.”  Many times you just did.  There is a reason that God does those 

things.  Sometimes we need to be reminded and we need to be told more than once sometimes.  Truth?  

Not only that but when you get to Numbers and we are reading there now (in our daily Bible reading).  I 

hope you are reading there.  I hope you are looking at those things.  God commanded them to bring 

things and bring an offering when they came to the temple.  When they came there, they were to bring 

an offering.  That is what He said.  It might have been a pigeon.  It might have been turtledoves.  It might 

have been different things—a lamb or a goat.  God commanded them to bring an offering and bring it 

freely.  He told them about giving their tithes.  He told them about giving their first fruit offerings.  He 

told them what they needed to do and if they would that, He would bless them.  God told them that.  

When we give—God does not need my money, but do you know what God is trying to do?  God is trying 

to build character and God is trying to let us prove to self that God will take care of us.  He is trying to 

prove unto us that “Hey, I will take care of you if you will just let me.”  Christianity is about living by 

faith.  Christianity is not living by money, checkbook, or dollars.  Christianity is living by faith.  When we 

give those things that we know that we need to give then do you know what God will automatically do.  

He will take care of us.  He will take care of us and bless us.  He will pour out blessings that we cannot 

contain.  I know that.  If you think that you have worked for what you have—and many people works 
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hard and I thank God for hard-working people, but can you make this old thing in here beat just one 

time.  There is the God in heaven that gave you the breath of life.  There is the God in heaven that 

makes things work here, puts it all together, and gives us strength to make us able to be able to work 

and to be able to do things.  That is a different message. 

He gave much alms.  He was a giver.  He was not one of these guys who want to take all the time, but he 

was a giver.  The Bible says that God loves a cheerful giver.   

2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and 

prayed to God always. 

“…prayed to God always.”  He was a devout man.  He was a sincere man.  He was a soldier.  He and his 

house feared God.  He was a very charitable fellow and he prayed.  That sounds like a heck of guy to me, 

does it you.  He sounds to me like that he is a fellow that wants to do what is right.  He is a fellow here 

that is trying not only to do right for himself but also to do right with his family. 

I saw something here today that I have never seen in this story as many times as I have read it. 

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and 

saying unto him, Cornelius. 

As you go on down through here and read you will find out that Cornelius is praying.  While he is praying 

at the ninth hour of the day— the Jews prayed at three o’clock in the afternoon, the ninth hour they 

prayed — so here, he is not a Jew, but a Gentile and he is praying.  He is praying about the ninth hour of 

the day. 

3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and 

saying unto him, Cornelius. 

Isn’t it great?  Get this.  If you have done much praying and if you are living right, isn’t it great when you 

are praying and the Lord just comes along and sits down beside of you.  Isn’t it great that when you are 

praying sometimes the Lord just comes along, speaks, and says, “Hey, man, I love you.  Everything is 

going to be okay.”  Isn’t it great when He comes along, He can tell us some things, and He can speak 

unto our spirit, remind us of some things, and show us some things?  Isn’t that great?  He knows who I 

am.  He knows who you are if you are saved tonight.  Isn’t that awesome to think about? 

He is praying.  The angel says unto him “Cornelius”… 

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy 

prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

The angel speaks unto him.  He looks on him.  The Bible uses the word “afraid.”  Luke here uses the 

word afraid which means that he was astonished.  It means that it really got his attention.  It does.  Does 

it not?  When we are praying even though that we are saved and we know that the Holy Ghost dwells 

within us and we know that from time to time He quickens us and lets us know that we are alive.  Still 
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yet, it is good to know.  It is good to have that relationship.  God has spoke before so plain unto me that 

I got up and looked around to see if I could see Him.  Therefore, when Cornelius was praying the angel 

spoke unto him and it got his attention.  He started listening.  He said what is it Lord.  When you look at 

the word “Lord” here, he is not recognizing him as being the God of heaven but he is recognizing the 

authority this angel had.  He is recognizing the authority that he has.  He is not saying this is Jesus, not 

saying this is God, but he is recognizing the authority that this angel had.   

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy 

prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

Do you know what the word “memorial” means?  I did not either.  I know what memorial means but I 

did not know what this word meant when it was translated over.  Get this.  It means that his prayers and 

his giving had got God’s attention.  That is what that means.  It caught God’s eye.  His prayer and his 

giving had caught God’s ear.  Isn’t that awesome?  When we look at these things sometimes, we do not 

think that ever happens.  We think sometimes why would the God of heaven ever listen to you or me.  

Do you know why He does?  It is because he loves us.  We do not have anything to offer Him.  We do not 

have anything that He needs.  He just simply loves us.  When we do right and when we are seeking the 

truth, when we are trying to find the truth and that is what Cornelius was doing.  He was doing 

everything he could, living as good as he could live, and doing everything that knew to do and that got 

God’s attention. 

You have heard me say many times that God does not save us in our sins, but God saves us from our 

sins.  Cornelius here got God’s attention because of his giving, him being a very charitable fellow and by 

him praying; it got God’s attention.  Luke did not put that in there just to take up space.  Luke put that in 

there to tell you and me something.  It tells us something here how in Cornelius manner of life, he was 

seeking the truth.  He wanted to do right.  He wanted to be right.  He wanted his family to be right.  By 

doing what he was doing it got God’s attention.  You could never seek truth; honestly and sincerely seek 

truth, where it won’t get God’s attention.  When you are living right and doing your utmost (that gets 

God’s attention).  I am not talking about playing games with God and I am not talking about putting on a 

show when you come to church.  When there is nobody else around, when you are by yourself living 

right, and doing what is right then when you are with some of your friends and no other Christians 

around, doing right then also, living right and doing right all the time, then that gets God’s attention.  

When we are trying to seek and find out more about God to worship Him better, then we are going to 

find something.   

5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 

That was the command.  The angel said, “God has heard you.  What you are doing here, you have caught 

God’s attention.  Now God is going to tell you what you need to do.”  Here is the reason for that.  Even 

though he is a devout man, he prayed, he was a very charitable individual, he feared God, he was trying 

to raise his family right but there was still yet something missing.   

As I was thinking about this today, or the last few days actually; when we look at so many people such as 

my family and people that I have been around for many years and some people that I have talked to 
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today probably.  They pray.  There is not doubt in my mind that they pray every day.  They send money.  

They give money to this church every now and then.  You could ask them if there is God in heaven and 

they would say most definitely.  They are very honest.  They want their children to do what is right.  

However, a lot of them are not saved.  Even though they do all these things, a lot of them come to 

church; a lot of them do all these things but they still yet understand that there is something missing.  

Just because I pray, just because I fear God, just because I am sincere, just because I give my money 

does not mean that I am saved.  Truth?   

Cornelius was doing all of this.  When you turn over to chapter 11 verse 14 it will tell you that he was not 

saved.  Do you know what he had to do?  He had to send down to Joppa and he had to get Peter.  Do 

you know why?  It is because Peter is the one who had the key.  Peter was the one that had the 

authority to come up there and preach unto him the gospel message that he needed to hear, that he 

could believe and the Spirit of God could move into him and save him and change his life.  Peter had the 

message.  Peter was thirty miles down the road.  The angel said, “You send down here.  You send for a 

guy by the name of Peter.  He is down here living beside the sea with a guy that is a tanner and tans 

hides.  You send for him.”   

6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou 

oughtest to do. 

The word “oughtest” does not mean a suggestion.  It does not mean something where you can do it if 

you want to or if you do not want to.  It does not mean that you can pick and choose.  The word means 

“obligation.”  It means, “You are obligated.”   

He is saying here to him, “You go down there and you send for him.  He will come up here and he will 

tell you what you are obligated to do.”   

You and I today have some obligations for Christian people.  We really do.  I know we live by grace.  I 

know we do not live under the 10 commandment law.  I understand that.  I understand that the ten 

commandments is great if we will live by it that is all good, great and fine but it does not save us.  We 

have some obligations as Christian people. 

He says here, you send for him and he will come up here and tell you what you are obligated to do.   

7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household 

servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 

8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

Here is what happens.  The angel speaks unto him and tells him what he needs to do.  Do you know 

what he does?  He sends him.  He is obedient.  He listens to the angel and what the angel says.  Do you 

know why?  Even though he prayed, even though he gave, even though he feared, even though he 

worshiped there was something still yet missing in his life. 
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Folks you may come to church.  You may give your money to the church.  You may know that there is a 

God in heaven.  You may pray when you go home.  Those things are wonderful things.  You may be the 

greatest neighbor, husband or father but if that is all that you are then there is something missing and 

you know that there is something still yet missing in your life.   

They go down there.  Do you know what God had already been doing?  God had already been working 

on Peter.  God was working not only on Cornelius, but He was also working on Peter.  Peter was a very 

proud fellow.  Jews were very proud people.  Cornelius was Gentile and Peter was a Jew.  They did not 

even come under each other’s roof.  There was great animosity between them.  While God had an angel 

speaking unto Cornelius, He also was revealing unto Peter that there is no difference between any of us. 

Do you remember the sheet that He let down and it was all manner of four-footed beasts in the sheet.  

He told Peter to rise and eat.  Peter said, “Not so, Lord.”  That sounded like Peter.  That sounds like us 

sometimes doesn’t it.  The Lord says, “Do this.”  We say, “Nope, not me Lord.”  However, Peter said, 

“Not so Lord.  Because there has never been anything…or unclean…”  It happened three times.  Peter 

came to understand that the Gentiles were not unclean, as he had thought they were unclean.  When 

the messenger gets to where Peter is at, he has no problem going back up to Cornelius’s house.  Do you 

know why?  It was because God was working here and God was working there.  God does that doesn’t 

He?   

He gets back to where Cornelius’s house was.  He preaches the message.  When you go down to verse 

38 of Acts 10, he begins to tell him.  Cornelius is there and his family is there.  Do you know what he 

begins to tell him?  They are all together.  Do you know what Cornelius says?  I really appreciate what 

Cornelius says.   

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore 

are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.   

In other words, we are here.  Tell me something.  We are here.  Tell me the message.  Tell me something 

about God.  Tell me what God expects out of me.   

We should do that.  We should tell people what God expects out of them.  Not just a bunch of garbage or 

not what I think about something; we should tell people what God expects out of them and what God 

wants to tell them.  That got my attention today.  I had never thought about that. 

He tells them in verse 38… 

38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing 

good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 

whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 

40 Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly; 
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41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink 

with him after he rose from the dead. 

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of 

God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 

receive remission of sins. 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

Do you know what that means?  They got saved.  When the Holy Ghost comes in, we get saved.  Get 

what Peter preached.  Peter did not preach about all of his failures.  Peter did not preach about all the 

times that he had messed up.  Peter did not preach about the Super Bowl games or the NASCAR race 

that was going to come on Sunday.  He preached unto them Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  That is the 

gospel.  That is what it takes to save people.  Peter preached that message and Cornelius believed that.  

These of his family believed that.   

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because 

that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost 

as well as we? 

Do you know what they understood?  Since they have been saved, they needed to be baptized.  That is 

true.  (That does not mean) just to be sprinkled.  Baptized means emersion.  It means to be buried.  It 

means to go under.   

Ask yourself a question.  Are there still yet something missing in your life?  You need to come and make 

things right with the Lord.  He loves you.  He cares about you.  He wants to save you.   

Come— 

 


